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OBSERVATIONS 


veoN . 


MEMORIAL 


SENT: FROM 


Londot' to Scotland, Kc. 


LL. Mankind, eſpecially thoſe at a 
Diſtance from the Seat of Govern- 
ment, are liable to be deceived and 
abuſed by unfair and malicious 

Turns given to the beſt Deſi igns and Actions, 

by falſe or partial Accounts of Things, or by 

the groſſeſt Miſtepreſentations of FaQs; 
and this not only in Matters that regard the 

Conduct of the Adminiſtration, whoſe Mo- 

tives often muſt not, ought not to be 

known, in Caſes where the Succeſs of a 

Meaſure depends upon Secrecy ; but even 

the Proceedings of Parliament are often miſ- 

repreſented in Things plainly of a publick 
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Nature, where the real Cauſe and Purpoſe of 

a Meaſure is in a Manner ſelf-evident. Even 

in ſuch Cafes the Legiſlature itſelf is traduced; 
Which though it be the only ſure Guardian 

and great Security of publick Liberty, is too 
often repreſented to the People, as betraying 
publick Liberty, and at Enmity with the 

People. ; 

No great Genius, or Talents, no Parts, na- 
tural Abilities or Accompliſhments are requir- 
| ed to qualify a Perſon to open this Source of 
civil Diſcord and Animoſity; nothing is more 
caly to thoſe who are bound by no Tyes of 
Morality or ſocial Virtue, than to alarm the 
Unwary by groundleſs Fears and Jealouſies, 
to ſet them at Variance with their beſt Friends, 
and by Falſhood and Calumny to deſtroy that 
Cement and Harmony betwixt the Few that 
Govern, and the Many for whoſe Good all 
Government is ordained. All that is wanted 
to fit any one for a proper Inſtrument of ſo 
much national Miſchief, productive of all the 
Miſerics that afflict human Society, is a bad 
Heart, abandoned to the Governmetit of 
Paſſion, and ſo prone to Miſchief and Wick- 
edneſs, that it can forge and propagate Falſe- 
hood, in Defiance of Truth and moral Ho- 
neſty. 

A Lye thus penned by one ſingle Perſon, 
calculated to promote ſome factious Party- pro- 
jet, and reported to a few, perhaps leſs 
wicked than the Author, but embarked 18 
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(5) 
him in the ſame Party- views, is confidently 
aſſerted as a Truth, by thoſe who imagine it 
will ſuit their intereſted Purpoſes to have it 
believed. Thus it gains Credit by quick De- 
grees, vireſque acquirit eundo. It is by the 
officious and buſy Tools of Party ſoon intro- 


duced to ſome Body Politick regularly and 
lawfully aſſembled: And if it gains Credit 
there, it is then by Authority quickly diffu- 
ſed over a whole Country; and Numbers of 
People may be thereby miſled to run headlong 
and blindfold into ſome raſh Meaſures, found- 
ed upon Falſhood, that may prove their Ruin; 
or to defeat the beſt Meaſure that could be 
contrived for their common Benefit and Ad- 
vantage. And thus the Credulous and Un- 
wary are ever at the Mercy of any ſingle Per- 
ſon, who is wicked enough to forge a Lye, 
or to propagate a Lye knowing it to be ſo. 
We have a flagrant Inſtance of this melan- 
choly Truth, from the ſudden Effects of the 
following Memorial : A Paper not adorned 
by any great Elegance of Stile or Propriety 
of Expreſſion, nor inforced by any Skill or 
Rhetorick. The Author ſeems even to be a 
Stranger to the common Affairs of Europe, 
to be Ignorant of the moſt remarkable Paſſages 
of Spaniſh and French Hiſtory, of thoſe re- 
markable Revolutions of the Affairs of Caſtile 
and the Weſtern Provinces of Hain under 
Charles the Fifth, and of Aragon and the 
Eaſtern Provinces under his Son Philip the 
| Second, 
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Second, and of the Civil Wats, and the Ef- 
fects of thoſe Civil Wars ii France, from the 
Death of Francis the Firſt, to rhe intire Efta- 
bliſhment of abſolute and uncontroulable Pow- 
er in the Crown, in the Reign'of Lewis the 
Fourtcehth. _ Nevertheleſs this Memorial, ſuch 
as it is, had a wonderful Influence. 

It was ſent from London March the 5th 
(no doubt to thoſe Burroughs to whom it was 
addreſs d) and one Copy of it to the Lord 
Provoſt of Edinburgh, by whom it was im- 
mediately laid before the Common- Council 
of that City, and before the annual Com- 
mittee of the whole Royal-Burtoughs of Scot- 
land. However improbable the Facts aſſerted 
in it were, yet no Number of cither of thoſe 
two Bodies, could take upon them to fay 
they were falſe; and accordingly March the 
13th, both thoſe Societies agreed to ſign a 
Petition in the Terms, Form and Tenor of that 
recommended to them in the Memorial. And 
this annual Committee (who are by the other 
Burghs intruſted with the Care of the Rights 
and Privileges of the Whole) were ſo much 
alarmed with Apprehenſions of real Danger, 
from this Bill for manning the Fleet, that they 
tranſmitted Copies of this Memorial to the 
moſt conſiderable Burghs over the whole 
Kingdom. This alarmed the Country ſo 
much, that all thoſe Burroughs, who upon 
the Faith of the annual Committee, gave Cre- 
dit to the Facts ſet forth in the Memorial, 

: as 
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as ſo many Truths not to be controverted, 
cither ent t Petitions or miſſive Letters, which, 
arrived at London March. the 25th, 27th and 
zoth, expreſſing their Fears and. Diffidence. of 
the Parliament, as if under the ſpecious Title 
of a Bill for manning the Navy, the Parlia- 
ment were paſſing an Act, which would de- 
ſtroy Trade, and the Freedom of Elections, 
and abyert the Rights and Privileges of the. 
Royal Burroughs, GC. 
Theſe Petitions came all too late, except one 
from the City of Edinburgh, and one from 
the annual Committee of the Burroughs, 
which arrived before the third Reading of the 
Bill; but arrived after it was engroſſed. The 
Member who offered them, made an Apolo- 

y for the Petitioners, with regard to the 
ſybje& Matter of the Petitions ; by aſſuring the 
Houſe, that he was convinced, if the Advice 
he ſent, had come to the Petitioner's Hands, 
before theſe Petitions were ſent, the Houſe. 
would not have been troubled with them: 
For he was confident the Accounts he had 
written of the great Alterations that had been 
made in that Bill, would entirely ſatisfy the 
Petitioners, and remove any Fears or Jealou- 
ſies they might have entertained of it. But 
as he was directed to preſent the Petitions, 
&c. he deſired Leave to bring them up. -- 

A Petition of the ſame Kind had been pre- 

ſented ſome Time before; and after it was 
read at the Table, had been rejected. Hence 
it 
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it Was that theſe Petitions were, upon the 
ueſtion, not allowed to be brought up, ' 
This being the true State of the Caſe, the 
Memorial is publiſhed in Juſtice to thoſe Bur- 
roughs, who have been deceived and miſled. 
by it; with a few Remarks, with Regard on- 
ly to the Facts and Dates of the Progreſs of 
the Committee upon the Bill. The Preſer 
and Members of the Honourable Annual 
Committee, have Reaſon to demand this Juſ- 
tice, ſince the other Burroughs have been abu- 
ſed by the Intervention of their Authority, 
recommending this Memorial. This Expe- 
rience ought to be a Warning to all Men, 
not to be too raſh, in adopting the Opinions 
of other Men as their own; nor to truſt to 
the Authority of thoſe who may have an In- 
tereſt to deceive them : But like the Town 
Council of Dunbar, to try every Propoſition 
upon its own Strength, by the Rules of com- 
mon Senſe and Reaſon, all Authority apart. 
If this Author, whoever he be, has upon 
the Weight and Credit of any former Cha- 
racer and Reputation for Candour and Vera- 
city, obtruded this groſs Falſhood upon theſe 
Gentlemen, ought he not thereby to forfeit 
all Title to their Confidence for the future? 
And ought not this to be a Warning to all 
Men to truſt to their own Judgment and Un- 
derſtanding. And like Men of Senſe and Free- 
men, to be led by no Authority whatſoever ; 


bur to form their Judgment and Opinions of 
"= nal 
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Men and Things, by the never-erring Rules 
of right Reaſon and Truth, upon the beſt In- 
formation that can be had. e 
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London, 5th March 1740-1. N 


MEMORIAL for the Towns of Sterling, 
Inverkeithing, Culroſs, Queensferry and 
Dumfermling, concerning the Bill for Preſ- 
ing Seamen and Seafarers, now before the 
Houſe of Commons. | 


Bill is before the Houſe of Commons 
for Preſſing Seamen to go on board the 
King's Ships ; the Method now uſed by forcing 
them by Preſs-Gangs is not ſtopped or regu- 
lated, but a farther Power of Preſſing all Sea- 
men and Seafaring Men is granted to all Ma- 
giſtrates of Burghs and Juſtices of the Peace 
and they are not only required to'do it, but 
all Conſtables, &c. are order'd, on Suſpicion 
that any Seaman or Seafaring Man is in wy 
Houſe whatſoever, to break open and ſearc 
it thoroughly by Day or by Night, for Sea- 
men or Seafaring Men. 

And Sir Robert Walpole and the Courtiers 
did Yeſterday the 4th of this Month, in a 
Committee of the whole Houſe, acknow- 

B ledge, 
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ledge, That by Seafaring Men they underſtood 
not only ſuch who ſail the Seas, but alſo all 
Boatmen, Fiſhers and others, who any Way 
deal in the Freſh- Water Rivers or Lakes. And 
it will be in their Power to extend it to all 
of any Rank or Occupation, who often go to 
Fiſh by Angling, or by Night or other Ways; 
And the Youths who fiſh ſor Minnims, Ban- 
ſtickles, or the like, in Pools, Ditches, or 
ſmall Brooks, or Burns, or Mill Dams, or 
Leads, c. (a). | 
The Extenſiveneſs as to Perfons and Power 
to break up all Houſes whatſoever by Night 
or by Day, on the pretended Suſpenſion of 
any Magiſtrate or Juſtice of the Peace, or on 
the Suggeſtion of any Sea-Officer, or ſuch as 
have a Preſs-Warrant, (for thus far the Bill 
goes) alarmed all in and out of the Houſe, 


except Sir Robert's Men, as bringing the whole 


— 
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(a) The Author could be in no Miſtake when he made 
this Aſſertion. But with his Eyes open, roundly affirms 
a Fact, which he muſt know to be falſe ; becauſe his Me- 
morial is dated the 5th, and upon the 2d, three Days be- 
fore, the Words Seafaring Men were left out of the Bill ; 
not upon the Queſtion, but by the general Voice of the 
Committee; to obviate a Doubt which had been ſtarted, 
that theſe Words might be ſo conſtrued, as to extend the 
the Bill to impreſs Bargemen, Lightermen, Fiſhermen, 
and ſuch like Perſons, who gain their Livelihood upon 
the Water, and are not bred Seamen. And'the honour- 
able Perſon he mentions, never opened his Mouth upon 


that Queſtion at all. | 
Kingdom 


(11) 3 
Kingdom into Slavery, and bringing us under 
one of the worſt Parts of the Exciſe Scheme, 
viz, The breaking into our Houſes, c. 
And all the Minority joined againſt theſe 
Things [03 ee nh | 
After which Debate, it was moved that no 
Freeholder ſhould be liable to be preſſed; and 
afterwards the Matter was reſtricted to a Free- 
holder of Forty Shillings Sterling yearly, be- 
cauſe all ſuch Freeholders vote for Members 
of Parliament. And thcn it was moved to 
the very Words of a Clauſe in an A& of Par- 
liament during Queen Annes War for preſſing 
Men for Land Service, (who were then as 
much wanted as Men for the Sea Service are 
now) That no Voters for Members of Parlia- 
ment from County, City or Burrough ſhould 
be preſſed. | | 
And the Reaſons given for this were, That 
all Voters for any Members of Parliament 
were the Conſtituents of the Houſe of Com- 
mons, ought to be more tender of thoſe who 
ſent them to it, and by doing ſo were as 
good Men as themſelves. That this could 
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(5) Had not this Author given an Inſtance already of 
the great Freedom he uſes with Truth, one might in Cha- 
rity have imagined, that he himſelf at leaſt believed his 
Aſſertion to have been true. For Sanguine Party- men 
commonly obtrude upon the World their own Opinions, 


as to the Voice of the whole Nation, be the contrary ever 
ſo evident. | | 
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not but alarm -all the Families and People 
in the Kingdom, ſince it ſubjected the Per- 


it ſons, ſo very many, and the Families of 
It all, to the arbitrary Inſults of Sea and Ad- 
| 


| 

| 

| miralty Officers, and Juſtices of the Peace; 
| and that it was ſeen through all Britarn, that 
Il Juſtices of the Peace are named by the Mi- 
| niſtry, and are put in and out of the Com- 
h miſſion of the Peace too often, not with re- 
(|! rd to the other Qualifications, but as it is 
It thought they would be ſubſervient to Mini- 
1 | ſterial Meaſures and Jobbs. That it was vi- 
| | ſibly and immediately dangerous at this Junc- 
1 ture, when an Election for Parliament was 

| 


ſo near; and that by this Bill, if paſſed into 
a Law, it would be in the Power of the Mi- 


| niitry to take up and ſend away to Sea great 
it Numbers of ſuch Voters as they did not like, 
Hl and would not be ruled by them. | 
1 Sir Robert and his Men ſeem to dread the 
Offence which this would give at preſent to 
the Nation, and complained of it in a very 
odd Way, and ſaid, that throwing out ſuch 
Things tended to enflame the People: But 
what are we come to? Muſt we tamely ſub- 
mit to be their Slaves? Muſt the Members of 
Parliament give up their Conſtituents to their 
abſolute Diſpoſal, and their own Houſes to 
their Inſults ; and muſt ſtanding againſt ſuch 
Things be called inflaming the People. Sir 
Robert and his Troops ſhowed great Uneaſi- 
* l gat 
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| ( 13.) 
neſs ; he himſelf at length propoſed, That no 
Freeholder of Forty Shillings - yearly Rent 
ſhould be liable to be preſſed; but to leave all 
other Voters for Members of Parliament ſub- 


ject to the Preſs, And by this ſtedfaſt Majo- 


rity he carried it by Forty Votes (c). ds 25 

After this was carried, and could be no 
more ſpoke againſt in that Committee, Mr. 
Erſkine moved, That no Voter for any Mem- 
bers of Parliament ſhould be liable to be 
preſſed till after the enſuing Elections for Par- 
lament : The Reaſons he gave for this Mo- 


tion were, That the Houſe conſiſted of 558 


Members, and not one fourth of them were 
choſen by Counties ; and that the Exempting 
of Freeholders of Forty Shillings Sterling 
yearly from the Preſs, did only ſecure the, 
Conſtituents and the Elections of that ſmall 


Part of the Houſe : So the reſt, as being much 
more numerous, did more deſerye the Atten- 


— 


(e) Here two Queſtions are blended together. The 
Motion to except all who had a Right to vote for Mem- 
bers of Parliament, was fully examined, canvaſſed and 
debated at great Length, and upon the Queſtion it ap- 
peared to the Committee, that if this Exception was ad- 
mitted, it would be impoſſible to Man the Navy; and 
therefore pais'd in the Negative. But the Exception of 


all Perſons poſſeſs'd of Forty Shillings a Year, or upwards, 


was thought ſufficient to exempt from the Preſs all Per- 
ſons of any Condition, whether they had ſuch Property in 
Counties or in Burroughs, and was agreed to by the Com- 
mittee without any Diviſion, | 

| | tion 
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tion and Regard of the Houſe and all the 
Kingdom: That he hoped the War would be 
over before ſeven Years were at an End; fo 
that the Bill, if paſſed into a Law, could only 


be put to the foreſaid bad Uſe againſt Voters 
at the next Election; and that theſe Elections 
being ſo near, the Reſtriction mo: ed for could 


do little'or no Hurt to the Service of the War, 
and nothing in Proportion to what the Bill 
might, as it now ſtands, do to the whole 


Kingdom, and to our Liberties, But this was 


alſo rejected (4). . 


This concerns all our Royal Burroughs ſo 
much, and eſpecially the Towns of Sterling, 


Inverkeithing, Dumfermling, Queensferry and 


Culrofs, that my Duty requires me to ac- 


quaint you of it immediately, and to intreat 
your Thought of it, and of what may ftill 


be done for your Service: The Matters went 


as above in the Committee of the whole 


— —. 


(4) Mr. Erftine's Speech and Motion, if he was in Ear- 


net, tende] evidently to ſtop the Manning of the Nay. 


for Three Months at leaſt, whereby the Nation mu 


have been ſo long in a defenceleſs Condition, an eaſy Prey 
to any Enemy, who might have been thereby encouraged. 


to invade us : But this Motion was fo obviouſly abſurd, 
that it was not only not anſwered, but no one Member 
had the Atturance to ſecond his Motion. It ſhould like- 
wiſe be hcre obſerved that the Bill was not to commence 
till the 25th of March, 1741, and was to determine the 
Iſt of Aach following, though the Memorial repreſents it 
as if intended to be perpetual, | 

Houſe ; 
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Houſe ; yet all muſt be reported to the Houſe 
itſelf, and may be rectified then; and I doubt 
not but all will again be debated in the Houſe. 
And if the Houſe of Commons ſhould paſs 
the Bill as it now ſtands, yet it will be de- 
bated, and may be rectified in the Houſe of 
Lords; ſo that you have ſtill Time to write 
up to London your Thoughts of it, and what 
you think ſhould be done or attempted for 
your Good: But there is no Time to looſe; 
and if you would not be wanting to your- 
ſelves, you muſt do it ſpeedily, and without 
Delay. It is a Duty I owe to you, to adver- 
tize you of it by the firſt Occafion, which I 
hereby do; and you may be pleaſed to 
notice. | . 
That in Sterling there are ſeveral who will 
fall under the above Notion of Scafaring Men, 
and there are many in their Neighbourhood, 
and of their Relations, for whom any of their 
Houſes may be broken up by Night or Day. 
And in Proportion to their Numbers, there 
are many more Scamen and Scafaring- men at 
Culroſs ; and there are ſo many at Culroſs 
and Inverbeithing, that moſt People in theſe 
two Towns, and in their Magiſtracies and 
Councils, may be preſſed and ſent to Sea, 
when the Miniſtry or their Emiſſaries pleaſe. 
And though there are fewer ſuch in Dum 
fermling, yet there may be {ome there roo, 
who will be called Scafaring men, as the 
| | Courtiers 


| 3 (16) 

U 

| | Courtiers explain the Word, and Dimferm- 
00 ling will lay to Heart the Caſe of their Neigh- 
FH bours, and as being a e Town, 
(ii are themſelves concerned. | 

il Not only thoſe who now go to Sea, but al 
| who have been at Sea, or Seafarers, are in 
| Danger. | 

That there is no Reſtriction in the Bill, but 
all Seamen and Seafarcrs, from a Ship-maſter 
down to the meaneſt Sailor, Boatman Or 
Fiſher, are liable to be preſſed. 

That refuſing to exempt Voters till the 
coming Election be over, ſhews, that the Bill 
is intended, not only for the Service of the 
War, but alſo for Election- Jobbs, and to get a 
new Parliament wholly ſubſervient to Sir Ro- 
bert Walpole and his Creatures. 

That though Men in a Burgh may hope that 
; their own Magiſtrates will not oppoſe them, 
Hl yet firſt on the Suggeſtion of a Sea Officer 
[| or one with a Preſs- Warrant, the Magiſtrates 
muſt apply to preſs and break open Houſes. 
Secondly, It is a happy Town indeed, where 
no Magiſtrate will do a Hardſhip to no body in 
it, and have no Grudge at any of them, nor 
be induc'd to do fo for Reward; and though 
the preſent do not, who can know but ſome 
of their Succeſſors may? Thirdly, Though no 
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1 Magiſtrate would, yet any Juſtice of Peace in 
ll the Shire can do it; and are Burrows ſafe in 
I | the Hands of every one of them ? That tho' 
1 ſome 
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ſome. Sea-Officers may be civil and ſeem kind 
yet What may others do, ot ſuch. as have Prefs. 


Warrants? And you know not vho Py 
have to come among you. bb 

That though Lenity and Bachata ſhould 
be ſhown, before or at one Election putpoſe- 
ly to gain your Votes, yet what may be- 
come of you when the Elections are over? 


. | That though ſome may hope for Favours 


from the Miniſtry and their Tools, yet how 
do they know what and how ſoon Altera- 
tions may be in the Miniſtry, or of theſe the 
Miniſtry favour and employ, or of their oon 
Intereſt with ſuch Men. And if they be once 
ſubjected to the Preſs and Search of Houſes, 
and breaking them up by Day or Night, they 
muſt continue in that Slavery, be Miniſter or 
Favourites who will, and whether they have 
Intereſt with them or not, and perhaps the 
more lntereſt they have for the preſent Miniſ- 
try, or the preſent Favourites of the Miniſ- 
try, they may no leſs with ſuch as ſucceed 
them. But good and not oppreſſive Laws 
are beſt and moſt ſteady Security to every ho- 
neſt Man, and makes him the moſt indepen- 
dent on the Feud or Favours of others (e). 
C "nat 


(e) This n goes on with _ Candour and Ve- 
racity with the reſt of his Memorial ; for he could not 
poſſibly be ignorant of the real State and Intention of the 
Bill, which upon the Motion to bring it in, was explained 


| CT wy 


| (18) 
\ That though the manning of the Navy be 
fl of great Importance, and what every good 
1 Man ſhould encourage and contribute to by 
118 all good Means in his Power, yet the Liber- 
| ty and Weifare: of the People is the great End 
| of all good Government, and of undertaking 
I any Thing juſt, and therefore muſt not be 
i deſtroyed on pietence of ſupporting! the Go- 
Will vernment, or any War, for then we fight to 
render ourſelves Slaves; and if we conquer 
our Enemies, yet we ourſelves are conquer'd 
by the Miniſtry and our owa Governours. 
Thus it is with the French and Spaniards 
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as an Experiment to Mann the Navy by proper Encou- 
ragements. And in Caſe theſe ſhould not anſwer, by 
ſuch legal Methods of Compulſion as ſhould be leſs grie- 
vous, and more agreeable, than the preſent Way of Preſ- 
ſing, Se. That upon the Firſt and Second Reading, 
; thoſe who had the conducting of the Bill uniformly de- 
Wl clared, if any Part of it was diſliked, they would chear- 
1 fully agree to ſuch Alterations as ſhould be judged moſt 
proper to anſwer the End; and if the Whole ſhould be 
diſliked, they would readily agree to give it up for any 
Thing elfe that ſhould be thought better, or as good, for 
attaining this neceſſary Meaſure of ' Manning the Fleet ; 
upon which not only the Security of our Commerce, the 
Honour and Intereſt of the Publick, but alſo the Security 
of the whole Nation ſo much depended. | 
Agreeable to this, not only many Alterations were made 
in the Bill, as printed; but alſo upon the Report, all 
the compulſory Clauſes were left out, upon a Motion from 
thoſe who brought in the Bill; for no other Reaſon, than, 
that ſome Members had perſevered in their Oppoſition to 
all Methods of Compulſion whatſoever, - 


— 
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ſince they were bubbled and tricked out of 


their Liberties by much the ſame Methods 
now uſing among us; and thus it muſt be 
by and by with us, if we are not more 
on our Guard, and do not more reſolutely 
ſtand up for ours. That this is the more to 
be feared in the preſent Caſe, becauſe both 
during the two laſt Seſſions of Parliament, and 
this, good Methods of manning the Navy, 
and not liable to be turn'd to our own Op- 
preſſion and Slavery, have been propoſed by 
—.— Arguments urged by Sir John 
Barnard and others, yet all have been rejec- 
ted and diſregarded by the Miniſter and his 
Adherents, and ſuch only inſiſted on as dan- 
gerous and deſtructive to ourſelves. 

I cannot now have Time to write. what 
theſe good Ways were, but among others, 
it was Yeſterday moved, That as the Preſs- 
Warrants are for able-bodied - Men; 
though not Seamen, the Orders during laſt 
War for Land-Service might now be given 
for the Sea; and that Magiſtrates and Juſtices 
of Peace ſhould take up and ſend to the Sea- 
Service all-Vagrants, idle People, and ſuch as 
could not give Account of themſelves and 


their Way of Living. But this Sir Robert and 


his People did not regard. Are honeſt Men 
only to be dragged away from their Houſes, 
Wives and Children? 1 have asked the Opi- 
nion of beſt 22 and * 
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in ſuch Matters, what the Burrows of North 
as well as South Britain ſhould! now do in 
this Matter. And the Anſwer, to which 1 
hoamily agree, was to the following Purpole. 

That Nothing can more nearly touch the 
Cities, Towns, and Burrows of all Britazn, 
than this does: and particularly the State of 
Royal Burrows, and every particular Royal 
Burgh in Scotland, and eſpecially ſuch as lye 
in the Sea-Firths and navigable Rivers, and 
all of them that have any Trade or Manu: 
factures. + ; 

That excepting Voters of Merhberd of Par- 
liament from Counties only, is not only an 
Affront, but an Injuſtice to Burghs; becauſe 
it ſeparates the Intereſt of Counties from 
theirs, and ſo weakens it, and leaves the 
Burghs to fall by themſelves alone; and yet 
the trading Intereſt in Britain is in the Bur- 
rows, which if hurt and enflaved, muſt 
ruin all Britain; and this pretended Pre- 
eminence given to the landed Intereſt, is only 
a Bait to catch landed Men, and: tempt then 
to neglect the Rights and Liberties of the 
Traders, without whoſe: flouriſhing, this King- 
dom and all in it, muſt be deſtroyed ;/ and 
that this is ſtill more abſurd! and monſtrous 
now. when done under pretence of ſupport- 
ing a War, undertaken expreſly for the Vin- 
dication. of our: Trade and Navigation. 


h That 


62 
That all Cities, Towns and Burghs ſhould 


Petition both Houſes of Parliament immedi- 


ately for Relief from the Hardſhips of this 
Bill, and the remoter, eſpecially the Scots 
Burghs, ſhould Petꝭtion both Houſes, leaſt be- 
fore the Petitions arrive, the Bill be paſsd 
the Houſe of Commons, and that ſending 
their Petitions to a ſure Friend who they 
know will not Deſert nor Juggie with them 
in this Matter, and who can get the beſt Ad- 
vice here, he will get the Petitions to both 
Houſes preſented, if he receives them in Time 
for both, and if too late for rhe Houſe of 
Commons, yet will get their Petitions to the 
Houſe of Lords preſented. 

That the Petitions to both Houſes may be 
to the ſame Purpoſe, calling the Commons 
your Honours, and the Peers your Lordſhips-; 
and directing the Petition to the Commons, 
To the Honturable the Commons. of Great- 
Britain in Parliament aſſembled; and for the 
Peers, To the Right Hynonrable the Lords 


Spiritual and Temporal in Parliament aſſem- 


bled. This is the common Stile and DireQi- 
on of Petitions to the' two Houſes, which 
if omitted or varied, it's Twenty to. One 
but they will be rejected without Reading. 
They ſhould be ſigned. by the Magiſtrates and 
Counſellors, and by Burgeſſes and Inhabitants, 
each ſubjoining to his Subſcription the Ca- 
pacity in which he ſigns; and the Title of 

every 


and 
every ſuch Petition ſhould be, The' Petition 
of the Magiſtrates, Toun - Council, Burgeſſes 
and Inhabitants of to the Honourable, 
&c. or to the Right Honourable, &c. and to 
the Commons, Hum ſbeweth; and to the 
Lords, Maſt humbly ſheweth. 


The Contents of ſuch Petition may be as 
follows : 


HAT your 888 and others in 

the Cities, Towns, and Burrows of 
Great Britain, are the Perſons moſt imme- 
diately and chiefly concerned in the Trade and 
Navigation of the Kingdom ; for the Support 
of which Trade and Navigation, the preſent 
juſt and neceſſary War with Spain is under- 
taken. 

That therefore we have greatly at Heart 
that the Royal Navy and Ships be ſufficient- 
ly manned ; and that juſt and effectual Me- 
thods may be taken for that End. 

That nevertheleſs we cannot believe any 
Meaſures pretended to be for that End, are 
juſt and good, that tend to ruin and enflave 
ourſelves at home, which would reduce us to 
that wretched Condition our Enemies the 
Spaniards have been in ever ſince they loſt 
their Liberty. 

That even Triumph over foreign Foes 
would be too dear bought, at the Expence of 
our domeſtick Rights and Liberties. 


* _ 
* * 
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That a new Power to preſs into his Ma- 
jeſty's Navy and Ships all ſuch as reck- 


oned Seamen or Seafaring Men, is to put 
that moſt uſeful and gallant Body of Men 


into a more abject and bad State, than any 
others of the freeborn Subjects of Britain; 


which muſt diſcourage all Men from being 
Seamen, or breeding their Children to that 
Employment, ſo neceſſary for Britain, and 


tempt the brave Seamen we now have to fly 


from their Native Land to Holland, or other 
Countries where they will be better treated. 

And to ſubject all the Houſes in Britain to 
be broken open and ſearched for Seamen, 
would under that Pretence endanger the Quiet 
and Security of any Britiſh Perſons, Body, 
Family and Goods, and render them liable 
to the moſt grievous Inſults, Hardſhips, 
Wrongs and Affronts of all Sorts, and indeed 
make them like Slaves, and which was one 
of the worſt Things in the laſt Exciſe 
Scheme. 

That Trade and Navigation have in all Ages 


flouriſhed among free People, and have never 


continued nor can continue long to flouriſh 
among the oppreſſed and enſlaved, under 
what Pretence ſoever. 

That to exempt from this Preſs the Voters 
in Counties, but not the Voters in Cities, 


Towns, 
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W and Burrows, for Members of . 

ment, would be to make one odious Difference 

betwixt them, and to ſeparate the Intereſt of 

the Landed and. Trading Parts of the Nation; 

all Attempts towards which hitherto have been 

juſtly complained of, and attended with ver 

ill Conſequences: And it is a Thing we hink 
is intrinſically bad in itſelf, and very hurtful | 
and — to Great Britain. 6 
That to eſtabliſh ſuch Things at. the near | 
Approach of Elections of a New Parliament, 
would more particularly be dangerous and t 
] 


threatning to the Rights and Liberties: of the 
People. 


That good and more effetual Methods for 
Manning the Royal Navy and Ships at all ] 
Times and Occaſions, and not liable to ſuch | 
Grievances, Severities and Dangers as afore- 
ſaid, may be thought of, and we are inform'd, 
have been ſeveral Times propoſed. x 
That nevertheleſs we are informed that ſuch 
Methods as the abovementioned, which we 
moſt ' humbly apprehend to be grievous and i 


hazardous to us and to all Britain, have been, v 
| or are to be under the Conſideration of this C 
| Honourable Houſe, (or moſt Honourable }) g 
F Houſe. | | t 
| May it therefore pleaſe your Honours t 
| . (Lordihups) to take the Fremiſſes into your h 
| moſt 9 has Conſiderations, and to do there- d 
in, as to your great Wiſdom, and -Love of $ 


0 Britain 
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Britain,” and the Britiſh People, may ſeeitt 

meet. 3 
And your | Honours ( i lane, Peritis- 


vers " Pall ever pray 9. het) 


"Theſe appear to be the pre oper Matera fer 
ſach Petitions: But the Petition from each 
of the five Burroughs ſhould! not be verbatim 
the ſame; which was a Miſtake in the Petiti- 
ons againſt the late Convention; for being att 
to be read in Parliament, it is much better 
when they are diverſified in Stile, Order, 
Method, G ( 

It being of great Conſequenee aal ſich 
Petitions be, ſent up without Delay, ſome 
Days will be faved by ſending them by one 
Expreſs, which is got at the Poſt-houſe for 
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(f) Notwithſtanding all the Efforts of Party in Eng - 
land, to raiſe a popular Cry, and alarm the People Againſt 
this Bill, and all the Arts uſed to. procure Petitions againſt 
it, only Two were preſented ; One figned by a few Indi- 
viduals, who called: themſelves Merchants of London, the 
Other from an Inland City, which laſt was rejected with- 
out a Diviſion. 

g) It from hence appears pretty plainly, that the Peti- 
tions againſt the late Convention were drawn up here by 
the ingenious and candid Author of this Memorial, and 
tranſmitted to Scotland to be there ſigned and retranſmitted 
hither, © This likewiſe ſhews what Credit ſuch Petitions 
deſerve, and what Pretence they have to be called the 
Senſe of the People. | 

D five 


| 30 ( 26 0 2 } 
or. ſix Pounds, or leſs Therefore the 


etitions and Letters from each Burgh, 
ſhould-be; ſent to ſome one truſty Friend at 
Edmburgh, who may find one unſuſpected 
Hand there to get the Expreſs at the Poſt- 
Houſe z and all that is ſent being made up in 
one. Packet, may be directed ta Mr. (I ink 
his. Name is Jobn, and it is known with his 
Sign, 0 mail ee Nee Book: 
ſaller in the, Poultry, Cheapfide, London, with 
4 Letter incloſed to himſelf from ſome of his 
Friends at Edinburgh, only intreating him to 
deliver the Packet, without Delay, to, or leave 
it- at. the Lodging of the Perſon to whom the 
Care of all is to Fe committed. a 

May all be directed to every Thing that is 
for the real Benefit of our Country, and have 
— 5. 


F. S. Mr. Lindſay, late Provoſt of Edin- 
bSurgb, was pleaſed to ſpeak in this 
Debate; and he ſaid that the Amend- 
ment of it for exempting all Voters for 
Parliament Members from the Preſs, was 
unequal, becauſe it could do no Service to 
Scots Voters ; for, ſaid he, none who 
vote in Scots Counties needed it not, 
(which it is not true) why ſhould not the 
Engliſb have it who do need it? And he 

faid that Voters in Scofs Burghs did 
not 


\ {23 ) 


not need it, becauſe, none did there vote 
but the Magiſtrates: and Counſellors. 
But firſt, this is nothing to England. 
Secondly, it is falſe as to Scotland; and 
if he had erg to honour ſotne 
Burghs near Edinburgb with his Re- 
gard, he might have known that not 
a few Magiſtrates and Counſellors in 
Queenferry, Inverkeithing, Culroſs, &c. are 
thus liable to be preſs'd: What he 
ſaid had no Influence, and none thought 
it worth while to anſwer him. ( 
"po | 


- 
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( What is ſaid in the Poſtſcript is ſo far true, that 
Mr. Lindſay ſaid a few Words againſt the Motion to ex- 
cept all who had a Right to vote for Members, &c. and 
gave this Reaſon, that if ſuch an Exception was agreed 
to, this Bill, inſtead of Manning the Fleet more ſpeedily, 


would prove an abſolute Bar to the Manning of it at all, 


becauſe the Right of Election in many Burroughs in Eng- 
land, was in hononary Freemen, Outlyers, or in Potwallers, 
or Scot and Lot Men ; whereby ſuch Numbers of the very 
loweſt Claſs of Seamen, might acquire by this a Title to 
an Exemption from ſerving their King and Country in 
the Way of their lawful Callings, at a Time, when the 
Safety of the Nation depended upon their Service; ſo much, 
That by ſuch an Exception 99 of every 100 Sailors in 
England, would be exempted from ſerving their Country 
either in the Royal Navy or in the Merchant Service : 
That ſuch a Meaſure was unjuſt, as it was unequal, be- 
cauſe very few, if any at all, could reap any Advantage 


from this in Scotland, where Voters in Shires were all 


Gentlemen, 


nſiderable 
the Burroughs 
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1 


4 4 if one of the Circular 
Letters from the Annual 
Committee of the Royal Bur- 


rows, which was directed to 


the Provofl and Magiſtrates 
of the Burgh of Dunbar. 


GENTLEMEN, 


E came to my Hands within 
theſe few Days, a Memorial with Ref- 
pect to a Bill 1 depending in Parlia- 
ment, authorizing the Impreſſing of Sailors to 
Man His — ſty's Navy; which as it affects 
the Liberty he Subjects in general, and par- 
2 gs «dry in the T rading Way, I thought 
it my Duty to lay it before the Annual Com- 
kn of the Royal Burroughs, who have 
thought fit to petition the Parliament againſt 


its paſſing into a Law, and have likewiſe di- 


rected me to ſend you Copies of the ſaid Me- 


morial, that you may either petition againſt 
it, 


(30) 
it, or write to your Member to oppoſe it, if 
you ſhall ſee Cauſe. I have accordingly en- 
Ml cloſed the Memorial, and hope you will write 
1 me your Sentiments about it. I am moſt 
je ul, SQ 19 IR | Ke) N 
THI a | 8 ol 
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* A Copy of 4 Letter in ater 
1 to the foregorng Letter and | 
Memorial, from the Town 

Council of Dunbar, directed 
1% the Right ae rn 

George "Makoto E 

Lord Provoſt f Edinburgh, 
as Prefes of the annual Cum. 
_ mittee of 12 Burrows. 


MY LORD, 
Y OUR Lordſhips Letter of the 19th 


came to my Hands this Morning by 
Packet, containing a Memorial, to 

a Bill now depending before. the Houſe of 

A Commons, about Impreſſing Sailors for Man- 

EY ning His Majeſty's Navy, in which 7 
Lordſhip imparts to us the Reſolutions 

Annual Committee of the Royal Burrows, and 

deſires to know our Sentiments: Which Let- 

ter and Memorial having laid before the Ma- 


giſtrates 


(32) 
giſtrates and Council of this Burgh, I am di- 


I} rected to give your Lordſhip the following. 
| | | fi Anſwer. 


li il That we look upon the ſpeedy and effec- 
1 tual Manning of the Navy to be at this Junc- 
1006 ture of ſo much Importance for the Honour of 
ht His Majeſty, and the Safety of -the Nation ; 
065 that no Obſtruction ought to be laid in the 
105 Way of it, under any Pretext whatſoever. 
WAIT That though we could wiſh this might be 
14038 done without the ordinary Method of 3 
Il i reſſing Sailors; yet as no effectual Ex 

V = that Purpoſe has hitherto been found * 
1 we are of Opinion that when the Manning 
10 of the Fleet is neceſſary, and a ſufficient Num- 
11 ber of Sailors cannot be had by Levies, that 
| 1 the common Method of Impreſſing them 
5 ought ſtill to be uſed, and that this is not to 
0 Ft be look'd upon as an Encroachment on their 
1 Liberty, any more than the Impreſſing of 
lj i Carriages, &c. for the Land - Service, is 
145 on that of their Fellow-Subjects, when the 
WG Neceflity of the State calls for the one or the 
WH other : On the contrary, we are of Opinion, 
| if that they ought, at their Entrance on that 
1 Employment, to lay their Account with this 
li Js Service aboard the Navy, in thoſe Circum- 
11838 ſtances, as a Part of the Duty they owe to 


their Country, for which, we muſt obſerve, 
they are well rewarded. The Enconragment 
to 
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to Sailors from the Publick .at>preſent, Nhat 
byctheir Wages, what by their: Prize-Money; 

and other: Advantages, 'beingrwtery» conſider- 
able. And as this Method of manning the 
Navy; in theſe Circumſtances, has been the 
conſtant Practice of this Monarchy; ſo at: 
ever was, and ever will be, of all Kingdoms 


and States, ino the like Circumſtances; being 


founded, where all the Rules of wg are 
founded, in the Good of the Whole. 0 
That we are perſuaded no good Method 
for mann ing the Navy, free of the Inconve- 
niences of the Impreſs, were ever propoſed, 
though confidently aſſerted in the Memorial, 
becauſe what the Author offers as a Sample of 
thoſe Methods, is neither good, nor would 
be effectual; that is, ſetting aſide the Impreſ- 
ſing of Sailors, for that is his Drift, in Place 
of them to impreſs Beggars, or as he deſcribes 
them, Vagrants, idle People; and fuch who 
cannot give Account of themſelves, and of 
their Way of living. A. hopeful and truſty 
Crew for manning the Navy, on which the 
Safety of the Nation in a great Meaſure de- 
nada! 
Perhat allowing t the Pain by the about 
Bill given to the Civil Magiſtrate for Im- 
gente Sailors, of which we know not the 
xtent to be as laid in the Memorial, and that 
they are even A to break open Houſes 
os in 


(634) 
in Queſt of them, as this is no more this; 
as we are informed, was done in the form. et 
Method of efiing, and — are afraid 
müuſt be done, if an Iinprefs is to be made 
with Effect, we do not ſee that this will be 
any Extenſion of the Impreſs, or any farther 
Encroachment on the Liberty of the "Subject, 
either in the Perſons of the Sailors, or of the 
11 Burrows to which they belong, or that it will 
q be leſs expedient. On the contrary, as it ap- 
14 pears to us, if Sailors are to be impreſs d, the 
; 
| 


Neceſſity of the State ſo Requiring, the put- 
1 ting the Execution into the Hands of the 
15 Magiſtrate, 'is more agreeable to our Conſti- 
tution, more for the Liberty of the Subject, | 
and better for maintaining the publick Peace, 
than the former Method, by which the ſame 
Things was done by the Preſs-Gangs only, 
4 — the Intervention or Controul of any 
Migiſtrate, and without atiy other Authority, 
às we are informed, than that of a Wo 
from the Admiralty. Nay, if the Power of 

Impreſſing was ultimately derived from the 
Crown, as being Part of the Prerogative, as 
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i we ſuppoſe it was, as the Interpoſition of the 
1: Legiſlature at all in it, is a Limitation of the 
4 Exerciſe of that Power ; ; fo the Intervention 


af the Magiſtrate in' the 'Execution, appears 
to us to be a Limitation off the Power of the 
Erecutors pf the Impreſs, Is not the Power 


of 


- 


” 245 
- i. 
-w 


by endeavouring, we dare fay without an 7 


that Capacity upon 3 1 and both on 


(499) 
of Cuftoni-bouſe Officers td break open Houles 
in Queſt of uncuſtomed Goods limited bythe 
Concurrence of the: Magiſtrate? — _. 
That havin look d over the while Memo- 
rial, and confidered'its Tendeney, by the lo- 
dicrous Mahner in which he treats the Bill, 


Ground, to bring within the Compaſs of it 
many Perſons never intended, and amongſt 
the reſt; as he has it; Fiſhers of Minos, Ban- 
ſticles; Eels and'the "like ; in Pools, Ditches, 
ſtnall Brooks or Burns, Milldams or Lealls, | 
Gc. By the Contempt and Calumny lie every” 


where throws on the King's Miniſters; ſup- 


ported by no Evidence, and for no other Rea- 
ſon, which' we can ſee, than that they are 
ſuch; whom all good Subjects, at leaſt on 
that ve Account, are obliged to honour. 
By the Chon he loads the Adminiſtration' 
with; by what he mentions of the frequent 
Changes of the Jaſtices of the Peace, and 
the Uſe he makes of that; which in this 


Country we know to be falſe both in the Fact 


itfelf, and what he founds upon it. The laſt 
Nomination for the Peace here having been 
very numerous, and a good many in it ſuſ- 

pected of little Affection to his Majeſty's Per- 
ſon and Government, at leaſt who never took 
on Oaths, though ſome” of them acted in 
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this Account, andi Numbers that have died 
fince the Nomination, a new .one; might have 
been expected there has none appeared ſince 
the Vear 1728, and for what! we know may 


be the fe in the reſt of the Kingdom. A 


groſs Impoſture this by the Author on his. 
Fellow-Subjects! But the Man Who ſets him- 
ſelf to arraign his Majeſty's. whole Admini- 
ſtration, muſt lay down ſuch Foundations. 
By the falſe Light in which he ſtates this; 
Bill, with reſpect to the Libetty of the Sub- 
ject, and the Intereſt of the Burrows, and 
the Seeds of Diſcord he endeavours to ſow: 
betwixt them and the Landed Intereſt, from 
the Exception in Favour of the latter, thoug h- 
he well knows that this extended to the — 
rows, eſpecially in England, would render the 
Bill of no Effect, and by the many falſe In- 
nuendo's, and artful Sue he has laid 
through the Whole, it plainly appears to us, 
that 2 Author's main Point in View is, by 
inſtilling groundleſs Jealouſies and Fears into 
the Minds of the Unwary, to create a Di- 
ſtruſt of his Majeſty's wiſe and beneficent 
Adminiſtration, and by diſappointing the 
manning of the Fleet, to weaken the Hands, 
of the Government, while engaged in the pre- 
ſent dangerous War. 4 | 
In fine, that as on theſe 1 we- 
have. a * of the Memorial, and a juſt 
et. "445: 2 Abhorrence 
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Abhorrence of its Deſign ; ſo we ſee no Cauſe 
for addrefling the Parliament againſt the Bill 
therein mentioned, nor for writing to our 


Repreſentative, to oppoſe its paſſing into a 


Law ; which from the Confidence we have 
in the Wiſdom of Parliament, and their ten- 
der Regard of the Liberties of all their Fel- 
low-SubjeCts, we leave to them to do in what 
they think meet. And if we write to our 
Member on the Subject, it will only be to 
concur in all juſt and rational Meaſures for 
the ſpeedy and effectual manning of the Na- 

vy, and what elſe ſhall be needful for en- 
abling His Majeſty to proſecute with Vigour 
the juſt and neceſſary War he is engaged in, 
for the Honour of his Crown, and the De- 
fence of the Rights and Privileges of his Sub- 


jects. 


Thus, my Lord, we have, as your Lord- 
ſhip defired, given you our Sentiments on 
this Subject at large, and with great Freedom, 
which we hope your Lordſhip will take in 
good Part, as we have added our Reaſons ; 
and we do at the ſame Time leave all others 
to do therein what they think proper. I am, 


My LO Rp, 
Your Lordſbip's moſt 


— 5 ; humble Servant, | 
2 Wa Charles Fall. (*) 


% This Gentleman is the preſent Provoſt of Dunbar. 
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